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The Best Places to Go in Africa in 2026
For ancient medinas, unspoiled archipelagos, and safaris without the crowds.

BY SARAH KHAN
November 4, 2025

One of the thrills of editing this list each vear is being able to tap into our network of writers across Africa and beyond who are
so eager to shine a light on the diversity of experiences throughout the continent. Of course, they put plenty of exciting new
safari lodges on our radar—among them, hotly anticipated openings in beloved regions like Botswana's Okavango Delta, a
clutch of stylish new lodges scattered across the remote reaches of northern Namibia, and untrammeled national parks in
Angola. But we're just as excited to have new reasons to visit the adventure capital of Victoria Falls, Zimbalbwe; get lost in the
ancient medinas of Fes, Morocco, currently in the throes of a massive restoration effort; sink our toes into the pristine white
sands of coastal Mozambique; and discover an emerging creative neighborhood on our next spin through Nairobi, Kenya.
And then there’s Algeria. Africa’s largest country, once one of the most closed-off nations in the world, is beckoning travelers
at last. Curious to add it to your 2026 travel wish list? Read on to find out more. —Sarab Khan
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Algeria
Go for: a famously lough-lo-gel-to destination that's finally opening up

As Africa’s largest country by area, Algeria has loads for tourists to discover, from its swath of the Sahara and rock-art-
studded mountains to Islamic architecture, Roman ruins, and Mediterranean beaches. So why is Algeria so rarely visited,
especially compared with its North African neighbors Morocco and Tunisia? One reason has been a complex visa process. But
that's changing. Visas on arrival have been introduced for the southern Sahara region, and there are plans to roll out
electronic visas for the whole country—part of a “master plan” to boost tourism fourfold by 2030, continuing an uptick in
arrivals over the past couple of years. British small-group tour company Explore Worldwide has latched onto this,
introducing its first Algeria tours, which will launch in early 2026: One is based in the Sahara, visiting ancient rock-art sites
and wild camping in the desert; another’s centered on the capital, Algiers, and historic centers; and a 16-day tour combines the
desert and cities. Meanwhile, national carrier Air Algérie recently acquired domestic Tassili Airlines to improve intra-
country connections; invested in new planes, the first of which will arrive in 2026; and roll out several new international
routes (New York is in the cards but not vet confirmed). And there are a bunch of hotels under construction, including Grand
Hotel Cirta—opened in 1912, it’s housed in a grand, white Arab-Moorish-style building in one of the world's oldest cities,
Constantine. The hotel closed for refurbishment in 2014 and is rumored to finally reopen in 2026. —Heather Richardson
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